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BCHSJS - SPRING 2012 

SUNDAY COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 
 
Art in an Age of Anti-Semitism                                                              

Nora Shaked 

grades 8-12       Period 2 

After France’s defeat at the Franco-Prussian War, anger and frustration took over politics and society. The loss 
of the disputed territory of Alsace-Lorraine led to the infamous accusation of treason of French Jewish Officer 
Alfred Dreyfus. The Anti-Semitism sentiment that enveloped the accusation led to his public humiliation and 
conviction to life in prison.  Emile Zola rallied to defend the officer with his novel “J’accuse,” many artists 
signed a manifest attached to the book, while and others refused to do so.  The art of the period reflect an 
idealized view of reality and some of the best art in history was produced.  In this course students will analyze 
the work of Georges Seurat, Camille Pissarro and Vincent Van Gogh that reflect the tendencies of the time. 
Students will be expected to produce three pieces of their own interpretation in a media of their choice.  
Materials fee: $40 
 

Art, Jews, and Napoleon Bonaparte  

Nora Shaked 

grades 8-12       Period 1 

During the Napoleonic era the Jewish population living in France was for the first time in history, allowed to 
claim French citizenship. Bonaparte was a consummate statesman and recognized the importance of granting 
this right. Jean Louis David the court’s painter captured in the iconic portrait of the Emperor, all the glory of 
his leadership. Romanticism, the art style of the period reflects that tendency in an idealized manner. By 
analyzing the meaning of the portrait, students will learn to recognize symbolism.  Students will be expected 
to produce versions of famous artwork of the time based in their own conclusions. They will be working in 
watercolors and acrylic paint. The choice of media will be according to the individual level. This workload 
promises to be an exciting foundation to what students will be learning in college, giving them a head start to 
Art History 101 from a Jewish point of view.   
Materials fee: $40 
 

Bible Injustices and Modern Morality and Law 

Dr. Bruce Ettinger  

grades 10-12       Period 3 

Every year in our synagogues we are told stories of Adam, Abraham, Noah, Jacob and Joseph.  What are these 
stories really about?  What do they teach about family, revenge, capital punishment and sex?  We will take a 
fresh look at these stories through the writings of one of America’s most brilliant attorneys Alan Dershowitz 
that combine biblical analysis and his own famous court battles.  Together we will learn how the Bible 
influenced modern day law and justice and our own quest to separate right from wrong.   
Required Book: Alan Dershowitz, The Genesis of Justice - Ten Stories of Biblical Injustice that led to the Ten 
Commandments and Modern Day Law. 
 
Biblical Figures in the Analyst's Chair 

Dr. Daniel Rynhold 

grades 8-9       Period 3 

We all know some Bible stories. But don't we worry how it could be that one of our forefathers - Jacob - was 
such a liar? And what exactly was Jonah's problem with giving a town the opportunity to repent? Why was 
the prophet Elijah suicidal?  We will be digging beneath the surface of the Torah to reveal the deep lessons we 
can learn from the personalities behind the stories. 
Required Book: JPS Hebrew-English Tanakh. 
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The Body  

Margo Heda 

grades 8-9       Period 1 

Too bad our body doesn’t come with an owner’s manual.  Or does it?  When it comes to issues as diverse as 
clothing, looks, tattoos, piercing, drugs, and cursing, our sources and rabbis speak up in surprising ways.  In 
this course, we will examine these and other body-related issues.  What do our sources have to say about 
good looks and ugliness?  How does Judaism feel about the body in general?  Does Judaism even belong in the 
equation when making personal choices about the body?  We will take a critical look at these issues together 
in a safe and open classroom environment. 
Required material: Course Folder 
 

Design and Art at the Bauhaus  

Nora Shaked 

grades 8-12      Period 3 

By the beginning of the 20th century, the industrial revolution dominated all industries; art and craftsmanship 
were no exceptions.  Thus, with the use of technology the concept of design was created.  A group of artists 
initiated the modernist movement and founded a school to teach those principles. Within the diverse group, 
Jewish artists such as Marcel Breuer, Lazlo Moholy-Nagy, and Naum Slotski among others led the way with  
their work and their teachings. In 1933, with the ascent to power of the Nazi Regime, the school was forced to 
close for being “too Jewish.”  The prolific body of work of the Bauhaus will serve as an inspiration for budding 
artists and future designers at BCHSJS.  Students will explore the possibilities of their own creativity inspired at 
the Bauhaus by producing a series of works in media of their own choice.   
Materials fee: $40 
 
The Ethicist 

Dr. Daniel Rynhold 

grades 10-12       Period 1 

Every weekend in the New York Times magazine, ethical dilemmas are sent to the papers’ resident ‘ethicist’ 
for a response.  We will discuss a selection of these questions and ask whether taking a Jewish perspective can 
help us to answer them – and whether the Jewish perspective might lead to different answers. 
 
From Apprentice to Beyond :  Learning from Great Jewish 
Leaders of Yesterday & Today 

Barnett Goldman 

grades 8-9       Period 2 

We will look at the greatest Jewish leaders of the world from yesterday to today.  We will explore what it 
takes to be a phenomenal leader and then work to build the same skills in ourselves through many hands on 
activities and training sessions.  Come learn how to become the “best of the best” and become a true leader! 
Required material: Course Folder 
 

The Holocaust Through the Eyes of Maus - Book Two   

Dr. Daniel Rynhold 

grades 8-9             Period 2 

Maus is one of many books about the Holocaust. It tells the story of Vladek Spiegelman and his family in war-
time Poland. The book is written by Vladek’s son Art, who lives in modern day New York, and it is a written 
account of his father’s own recollections. But what makes this Holocaust book different is that it is written as a 
graphic novel – a comic strip. And the Jews are depicted as mice! We will work our way through Book Two in 
order both to learn about the Holocaust itself, and explore appropriate ways of representing it through artistic 
media.  Pre-requisite: Reading Maus: Book I.   
Required Books: Art Spiegelman, The Complete Maus and a composition book. 
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Israel Advocacy 101  

Dr. Bruce Ettinger 

grades 10-12       Period 1 

Instruction will utilize multi-media presentations and be interactive.  You will become knowledgeable about all 
of the issues relating to the current Arab-Israeli conflict.  Most importantly you will develop the advocacy skills 
to counter the ideological assaults on Israel rampant throughout the Arab world, Europe, the media, and on 
American college campuses.  You will learn to counter charges, such as:  Israel stole Palestinian lands, 
oppresses Palestinians on a daily basis, is racist and can be compared to Nazi Germany, has built another 
Berlin Wall, and other charges.  Prepare yourself as you get closer to your college experience. 
Required material: Course Folder 
 
Is Stealing Home Base Against the Ten Commandments?                  

Barnett Goldman 

grades 8-9  Period 1 

In this sports-filled class, we will discuss the effect that Jewish values have on athletes, organizations, and 
sports.  We will study some of the famous, as well as the unknown, athletes who have made a difference on 
and off the field.  We will study yesterday’s athletes to see what kind of impact they have had, what their 
legacy is, and how religion was a part of their life. 
Required material: Course Folder 
 

J-Tube 

Margo Heda 

grades 8-9  Period 2 

What can you learn from popular TV shows or movies?   In today's visual culture, TV and movies are some of 
our favorite forms of entertainment - something we enjoy as a fun activity, but generally don't think too much 
about.  In J-Tube, we'll have the opportunity to watch and enjoy a wide variety of short clips from current 
shows and movies.  We will analyze these clips to figure out what they are teaching us about ourselves, 
society, and world at large and analyze these clips through a Jewish prism.  Come watch with us, join in a lively 
discussion, and you will be surprised at what we uncover! 
Required material: Course Folder 
 
Jewish Infused Improv:  Advanced, Beginners, Intermediate         

Black Box Studios 

grades 8-12  Pds. 1, 2, 3 

Students in this hands-on, physically demanding workshop will learn collaborative improvisation skills based 
on their varying levels of experience, under the guidance of Black Box Studios' Artistic Director (and longtime 
BCHSJS instructor) Matt Okin and a collaborative team of teaching artists with extensive credits in professional 
theater.  Fully fleshed out scenes - both short form and long form improv - are created not from scripts, but 
from Jewish themes, notions, characters, and ideas that are introduced and analyzed at the start of each 
session.  Performance opportunities offered for the community and peers at the end of the year.  Students 
who did not take Improv in the fall will have priority registration.  
 
Jewish Public Speaking 

Rael Blumenthal 

grades 9-12  Period 1 

Weddings, bar-mitzvahs, bat-mitzvahs, engagements, funerals, dinners etc... Being a member of the Jewish 
community requires us to know how to speak and deliver inspiration, education, good wishes and emotion. 
This semester we will be learning and practicing the skills needed to ‘wow’ and audience. Not only will you 
gain valuable skills, you’ll also have the opportunity to prepare your own Divrei Torah, and develop the 
confidence to speak anywhere! 
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Jewish Views of the Afterlife II  

Rabbi Ely Allen 

grades 10-12  Period 3 

Ben Franklin once noted “There is nothing sure in life except for death and taxes.”  As morbid as it may seem, 
death is the only certain condition in life.  What does Judaism have to say about life after death?  We will 
explore a multitude of sources about the journey of the soul to the world beyond.  What are heaven and hell?  
What about coming back – i.e. reincarnation?  Have we all been here before in different bodies?  What about 
ghosts and spirits?  Are there souls that stay on earth even after death?  How is life after death impacted by 
our actions here and now?  Join us for a magnificent collage of mystical lore and tales from the afterlife.  New 
students welcome. 
Required book:  R. Yaakov Astor, Soul Searching 
 
Mensch Mania: Social Action at its Finest     

Barnett Goldman 

grades 8-9          Period 3 

What does “social action” really mean?  In this class we will explore its meaning as we work together on many 
social action projects, learn about grant writing along the way.  We will discuss the values behind social action, 
how to organize an event, where to find money, and how to help others without spending a dime.   Fulfilling 
mitzvoth is an imperative aspect of Judaism.  We will study the different types of mitzvot as a group and put 
these guidelines into ACTION! 
Required material: Course Folder 
 
Monsters, Myths, & Magic  

Margie Gelbwasser 

grades 10-12  
grades 8-9           

Period 2 
Period 3                                           

Jacob, Edward, Harry, Zeus? We have read about wizards, warlocks and witches but do they really exist?  Is it 
just a medieval fable or a real life religion, theology, and way of life?  What is their philosophy?  Can we be one 
and also be a Jew?  Does Judaism conflict with their values? We will learn the Torah’s view on witchcraft, 
wizardry, ghosts, magic, and astrology. We will also explore Jewish mythology, like Adam's other woman Lilith 
and monsters in the Jewish realm, like demons and golems. Reviewing Biblical portions, rabbinical opinions, 
and spooky stories, we will uncover one of Judaism’s most unspoken topics. 
Required material: Course Folder 
 
One Nation, Many Faiths 

Rebecca Slavin 

grades 8-9          Period 3 

Rosh Hashanah.  Easter.  Hijri.  Vesak.  Diwali.  New beginnings come in many different packages because of 
the varieties of religion in America.  What beliefs and practices make Christians, Jews, Muslims, Buddhists, and 
Hindus unique? Explore the world around you and discover how Jews have transformed contemporary 
America.  
Required material: Course Folder 
 
Power, Responsibility & Community… and You  

Mendy Mark 

grades 8-9          Period 1 

This class will be divided into three sections: we will start off exploring our own identities as American and 
Jews as well as delving into the issues of power, privilege, and responsibility.  We then will learn about 
activism through a look at the civil rights movement in history, and we conclude by learning about Jewish-
Black relations (in history and today), affirmative action, and the role we play as individuals and as a Jewish 
community in American life today.    
Required material: Course Folder 
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Senior Seminar 

Mendy Mark 

grade 12  Period 2&3 

Mandatory for all high school seniors. This course will challenge students to think about their own Jewish 
identity. Where do they fit in the American Jewish experience and how will religion play a part in their lives in 
the future? We will prepare you for the end of a great journey through BCHSJS and the path following high 
school.  You will create phenomenal projects for graduation, the school, and prepare for the life ahead of you 
while setting the groundwork for staying in touch in college and beyond. A senior project will culminate the 
BCHSJS experience. 
 

Talmud: Judaism’s Sea 

Rabbi Yaakov Traiger 

grades 8-12  Period 2 

The sea, so vast and so deep, is an amazing entity.  The Talmud, the repository of a thousand years of Jewish 
creativity and inspiration, has been compared to a sea for it too is vast and deep.  We will have the 
opportunity to swim in Judaism’s sea as we explore and discuss such topics as prayer, the nature of mitzvot, 
history, the Land of Israel and other topics important to Jewish life. 
Required material: Course Folder 
 

Torah in Our Time II:  Professionals Seminar 

Rael Blumenthal 

grades 10-12  Period 2&3 

This semester we will, once again, be examining the interaction between professional life and the morals, 
ethics and values of Judaism. The field we will discuss include, psychology, politics, education, technology, bio-
engineering and space travel. Unlike most classes, the learning is done in small groups with engaging and 
exciting college-age advisors and at the end of each module; we will have the privilege of being addressed by 
Jewish professionals in the field. You do not need to have attended Part I to be eligible for Part II. While the 
structure is the same, the content is brand new! 
 
Trail to Tranquility II 

Rabbi Ely Allen 

grades 10-12  Period 2 

Your personal guide to inner peace!  Anger management, spirituality, parables from the world of nature and 
step-by-step plans for being a better person are but a few areas covered by our text in this exciting class.  We 
will read selections and discuss practical ideas for growth.  New students welcome. 
Required Book: R. Lazer Brody, The Trail to Tranquility 
 
The World of Yiddish 

Margo Heda 

grades 8-12  Period 3 

Do you have chutzpah? Are you a mentsch? Is your sister a klutz? Is your little brother a kvetch and your older 
brother a real nudnik? Schlep yourself to this class to discover the richness of Yiddish language, culture and 
music. You will learn how Yiddish words found their way into modern American English, learn humorous and 
wise Yiddish phrases and sayings, sing Yiddish songs, learn a bissle of basic conversation and even how to read 
and write in Yiddish.  You’ll have your parents and grandparents kvelling about your newly-acquired Yiddish 
knowledge. 
Required material: Course Folder 
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What Do I Believe?  

Rabbi Yaakov Traiger 

grades 8-12  Period 1 

What do Jews believe?  What are Jews supposed to believe?  What do I believe?  These are and have been 
important questions Jews have been asking for ages.  In this course we will explore the 13 Principles of Faith as 
put forth by the Rambam (Rabbi Moshe Maimonides) and use his list of basic beliefs to understand what we 
believe about G-d, Torah and the Jewish people.  
Required Book:  Rabbi Aryeh Kaplan, Maimonides Principles: The Fundamentals of Jewish Faith 
 
What Really Matters?  

Heather Wombough 

grades 8-9  
grades 10-12 

Period 2 
Period 3 

Who are you?  What matters to you, what are your values, and what do you want your future to look like?  In 
this class, we will look at our lives and ourselves from a Jewish perspective and see how our decisions in life 
can have an impact on our relationships, our self-esteem, and our lives in general.  The class will include 
discussion, creative projects, and interactive activities. 
Required Books: 5 course booklets 
 
You Be the Judge  

Margie Gelbwasser 

grades 8-9           Period 1 

“You Be the Judge” is an exercise in values clarification.  Through the presentation of different cases depicting 
moral dilemmas, we will explore underlying issues that confront and challenge us in our everyday lives.  The 
class will be run in a courtroom fashion and students will be required to debate and participate. 
Required Book:  Joel Lurie Grishaver, You Be the Judge 


